CHAPTER  SEVEN

The Hemisphere Faces the Axis Threat

A; THE 1930's drew to a close, rumors of an impending
general conflict in Europe and Asia had had substan-
tial confirmation in the Italo-Ethiopian War, the march
into the Rhineland, the Austrian Anschluss, and the Man-
churian "incident/' In the face of these events the United
States inspired the Buenos Aires meeting of 1936, which
was appropriately called "The Inter-American Conference
for the Maintenance of Peace."1
This conference at Buenos Aires was eventful, as we
have seen, for the United States' acceptance of the princi-
ple of absolute nonintervention for the Americas.2 It also
introduced the principle of mutual consultation among
the American states, not only for the purpose of maintain-
ing peace in this hemisphere but also for formulating
effective Inter-American machinery for meeting any threat
of aggression from abroad.3 The Collective Security Pact,
whereby the twenty-one republics resolved to consult
upon methods to be adopted if a breach of the American
peace should be threatened, was signed by Panama on
December 23, 1936, and her ratification was deposited on
December 7, 1938. Two companion treaties of the same
date, setting up a board of mediators, and a permanent
bilateral mixed commission to stave off controversial dis-
putes, were ratified by the Republic on December 13,
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